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Vice-chairpiece - Schwitters Merzbarn: Hatton & Elterwater 

I hope that this year has been treating you all well.  Already the days are getting longer and 

warmer, so hopefully the frosty grip of winter is loosening.  I hope you're looking forward to 

this year's AGM, I know I am. 

Recently my university took a field trip to the Lake District to explore the region, most 

specifically the original site of the Merzbarn and wall that currently calls the Hatton Gallery 

home.  We were introduced to Kurt Schwitters by an incredibly enthusiastic and warm 

gentleman named Ian Hunter, part of Littoral Arts Trust.  In 1940 Kurt Schwitters fled 

Germany and eventually made his home in Ambleside in 1945.  With money from the new 

Museum of Modern Art in New York he was able to fund production of the wall, which he 

began in 1947.  He worked nearly every day until his death in January 1948. 

In 1965 Richard Hamilton removed the wall for safe keeping after neglect threatened its 

survival.  As Rob Airey will keenly explain, the wall was actually lifted whole and slotted into 

a pocket designed and built specifically to house it.  If you haven't already visited the original 

barn, I implore you to -- being able to fit the rest of the walls in your imagination only serves 

to fully appreciate the unique gem we have at the Hatton. 

Currently the barn sits not far from the road. Its modest stone structure holds a life-size 

photographic reprint in place of where the wall used to be.  Opposite is a little room called the 

'cake room', that has a little window with a little ledge (for little cakes.)  This was purpose-

built by Schwitters himself, as he knew that warm sweet cake would guarantee a crowd.  Ian 

regaled us with tales of villagers who remembered as children climbing all along the wall's 

protruding sculptures, and older generations remembering what a character Schwitters used 

to be.  He was certainly well-liked by his community. 

Hopefully in the coming years there will be restorative work done to the site in Elterwater.  

Plans for an archive to be built near the barn are beginning to take shape. This will invite 

tourists to really appreciate the dedicated artist's life.  Currently short residencies are available 

to any artist interested in using the space for projects, more information can be found online 

at: http://www.merzbarn.net. 

The only stipulation is that you provide cake in the cake room for your guests.  I think that's a 

wonderful deal. 

The Merz Barn project is run by Littoral Arts Trust: http://www.littoral.org.uk/ 

All the best, 

Alysia Trackim 

 

 



 

Friends of the Hatton online. 

Website: http://www.friendsofthehatton.org.uk 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/friendsofthehatton 

Friends of the Hatton is now online where you can find an archive of committee meeting minutes, 

bulletins, order forms, membership forms, and other general information.  You can access it anytime 

from your computer if you have an internet connection.  Just open your browser of choice (usually 

Internet Explorer, Firefox, Opera, Chrome, Safari) and type in the address bar: 

www.friendsofthehatton.org.uk.  This will take you to our home-page. 

From here you can click on any of the menu items to find what you’re looking for. 

 

 

 

All of our events are advertised on Facebook, so if you have an account you can just go to our page: 

http://www.facebook.com/friendsofthehatton and click Like to get our information in your personal 

newsfeed (if you don’t have Facebook, don’t worry about the ‘newsfeed’.  You can still get information 

by viewing the page without an account.) 

 

Facebook is a fast way to get up-to-date information from us.  For both the website and Facebook, we 

suggest adding them to your bookmarks folder so that you can easily access them in the future.  This is 

usually found from your browser’s menu, titled “Bookmarks”.  If you click on the menu, “Add page to 

bookmarks” or something similar will be an option, select this. 
Page 2 



 

 

 

With the rising cost of postage and the demands of a digital era, utilising these features benefits the 

Friends in numerous ways.  Since we also now send our bulletins and information out through email 

(as well as our website and Facebook), if you would rather stop receiving paper copies, please send an 

email to Richard Thompson at richard.r.thompson@btinternet.com.  He will update your information 

for you. 

If you have any questions about our website or Facebook, please feel free to send an email to 

atrackim@gmail.com or grace.slattery.art@gmail.com. 

 

 

Forth Coming Events 

Tuesday 25th March                            

JOSEPH SKIPSEY, The Pitman Poet 

A Lecture to be given by Kelsey Thornton 

Joseph Skipsey, a lad from Percy Main, who had started in the pits at the age of seven and taught 

himself to read, published the first of his many books in 1858, which started him on his career as 

a poet and editor, and led to his being known and admired by many in the artistic world of his 

day.  When Skipsey applied in 1889 for the recently vacated post as curator of Shakespeare's 

Birthplace, his list of referees was like a list of the notable poets and literary figures of the day -- 

Rossetti, Browning, Tennyson, Swinburne, Burne-Jones, Oscar Wilde to name a few -- yet he left 

the post after only a couple of years in disgust at the tawdry tat that he was having to pass off as 

belonging to the Bard. Henry James picked up the topic in a short story called 'The Birthplace'. 

To be held in the Seminar Room - 6.30 Wine and nibbles.  Lecture 7.00 to 9-00pm.  

Please complete the Booking Form  
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Saturday 26th APRIL  

Exploring Textiles 
Textile Workshop led by Gaynor Devaney 

To be held in the Seminar Room  to the left of the Art Materials Shop.                      

Set-up 10.00am Workshop 10.30.-4.30p.m. 

This will be a practical workshop where we will use a  variety of media and techniques to 

create a textile collage.  We will be linking peoples work with the Pre-Pop to Post Human 

Exhibition on at the Hatton Gallery at the time.  Participants will explore materials and use 

embroidery stitches in non-traditional ways to create a textile panel. Beginners welcome. 

Workshop fee £15.  Further details for those who sign up.  

Please complete the Booking Slip  

  

Saturday 17th May 

Portrait Workshop 
Led by Aubrey Anderson 

Set-up 10.00/ Workshop 10.30- 4.30p.m. To be held in the University Life Room 

 In this workshop we will be working from photographs/snapshots to produce drawings as 

finished pieces of work. The drawings will be in preparation for a painting to be done at 

home. The bigger and sharper the photograph the better. Bring your own drawing equipment 

and your paper of choice.  Some materials  can be supplied.  Workshop fee £15.                        

Further details for those who sign up.  

Please complete the Booking Slip  

 
  

 

MFA TOUR   Date TBA 
4.30.-6.30p.m. 

Tuesday 16th SEPTEMBER 

Lecture on Goya by Tracey Tofield 
Wine and Nibbles at 6.30. Lecture 7.00 until 9.00 pm.   

 September 19th - December 20th 

The Friends of the Hatton Exhibition – to be held in the Gallery 

Saturday 18th OCTOBER  

Pen and Ink Workshop.  Led by John Steele 

  
Tuesday 18th NOVEMBER 

Lecture on Pop Art by Rob Airey, Keeper of the Hatton Collection 
Wine and Nibbles at 6.30. Lecture 7.00 until 9.00 pm.   
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                       FOTH Annual General Meeting 

Saturday 5th APRIL 2014 

To be held in the Seminar Room  to the left of the Art Materials Shop 
(10.15am  Coffee and biscuits. 10.30am ‘Show and Talk’ 11.15am Meeting commences) 

AGENDA 

   1    Opening Remarks by the President 

   2    Apologies for Absence 

   3    2013 AGM Minutes 

   4    Curator’s Report 

   5    Learning  Officer’s Report 

   6    Chairman’s Report 

   7    Treasurer’s Report 

   8    Membership Secretary’s Report 

  9    Nominations & Election of Chair and Committee Members 

   10   Any Other Business  

   11   Closing remarks 

Nominations & Election of Chair and Committee Members                                                                     

The following offer themselves for election and  re-election to the committee:- 

Chairman -  Vhairi Cardinal             Vice-Chairman – Alysia Trackim 

Treasurer – John Dance                                      Membership Secretary – Richard Thompson 

 Online Media Co-ordinator- Grace Slattery        Events Co-ordinator – Jean Taylor 

 Aubrey Anderson, Simon Court, Jo Elliot, Pamela Parrish, Violet Rook, Marion Thompson,  

Kelsey Thornton, Bob Young 

 

12.30pm Lunch  It is essential to complete the booking form below if you wish to stay for lunch.  

 

If you cannot attend this AGM meeting and wish the Chairman to vote on your behalf please 

complete the Proxy Form below.  

 

Friends of the Hatton Gallery Annual General Meeting Proxy Vote 

I/we………………………………… (Block Capitals) hereby appoint the Chairman of the Meeting,  

or……………………………………(Name of Proxy [Block Capitals] to vote on my/our behalf at the 

AGM of The Friends of the Hatton, 5th April 2014. Votes will be required for the appointment of  

Committee Members.  

Signed……………………………………………….Date………………………… 

Please return to Vhairi Cardinal, 6 Beverley Park, Monkseaton, North Tyneside, NE25 8JL 

    

Lunch Booking 

I/we will be taking lunch with the Friends of the Hatton on Saturday 5th April 2014.  

Name/s……………………………………..Address………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Telephone…………………………………………………..Email……………………………. 

Please tick the box if you would give a short presentation of ‘Show and Talk’    

Please return to Vhairi Cardinal, 6 Beverley Park, Monkseaton, North Tyneside, NE25 8J 
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New Logo 

The logo we have been currently using (the arrow) no longer reflects the Gallery’s 

administrative relationship with Tyne and Wear Museums, so new logos for the 

Gallery and the Friends of the Hatton are to be created. 
 

On 25th February, Bob Young, Alysia Trackim and I had a meeting with Martin Williams from 

TWAM and a representative of a design company, to talk about the possibility of creating a 

new 'brand' or logo for Friends of the Hatton.  You can check out their website at 

www.wearewarm.com.  We want to bring FOTH to the notice of a wider range of people, so 

we would like a logo that will be sharp and immediately recognisable.  

 

After listening to our explanation of who we are, what we do, what we want and what our 

plans for the future are, the designer promised to produce a few suggestions to be put before 

the next committee meeting. If he produces something that we think represents us and our 

aspirations, we would like to be able to launch it at the opening of the next Friends' exhibition. 

We hope to be able to report on progress at the AGM.  

 

The cost of designing the logo and of the launch would be from the catalyst funding, which 

has provision for raising the profile of the Friends.  

So, watch this space! 

Vhairi Cardinal 

 

 

Friends of the Hatton Contacts 

Chairman:   Vhairi Cardinal. 6 Beverley Park, Monkseaton, NE25 8JL  vcar@blueyonder.co.uk 

Treasurer: John Dance. 41 Trajan Avenue, South Shields, NE33 2AN    jdance23@ymail.com 

     Membership Secretary:  Richard Thompson 3 Callaly Road, Whittingham, Alnwick,                            

Northumberland. NE66 4SL     richard.r.thompson@btinternet.com 

 

Not to be overlooked. As a Friend of the Hatton you may use the Robinson Library for 

research  - and also benefit from a 10% discount on goods at the Gallery’s front desk- there is 

now a facility for bank cards.  Please show a current membership card. 
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                Events Booking Forms 

 

 

Please complete and return before Friday 9th May 2014 

Jean Taylor, 94 Celandine Way, Windy Nook, Gateshead, NE10 8QW 

Email: jeantaylor0171@btinternet.com  Telephone: 0191 4227989 

I/we would like to reserve………places for the Portrait Workshop Saturday 17th May 
Cost per person £15.  I/we enclose a cheque made payable to FOTH for £…….. 

Name and Address……………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Telephone/email………………………………………………………………………... 

 

 

 

Please complete and return before Friday 4th April 2014 

Jean Taylor, 94 Celandine Way, Windy Nook, Gateshead, NE10 8QW 

Email: jeantaylor0171@btinternet.com  Telephone: 0191 4227989 

I/we would like to reserve………places for  Exploring Textiles Saturday 26th April 
Cost per person £15.  I/we enclose a cheque made payable to FOTH for £…….. 

 Name and Address……………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Telephone/email………………………………………………………………………... 

 

 

 

 

 

Please complete and return before Thursday 20th March 2014 

Jean Taylor, 94 Celandine Way, Windy Nook, Gateshead, NE10 8QW 

Email: jeantaylor0171@btinternet.com  Telephone: 0191 4227989 

I/we would like to reserve………places for the  

Joseph Skipsey, the Pitman Poet Lecture. Tuesday 25th March  

Name and Address……………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Telephone/email……………………………………………………………………….. 
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                    Merzbarn wall, Hatton Gallery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    Merzbarn, Elterwater 
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